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| | [ | It's no big secret that housing policies in the United States
| have d/sproporf/onofe/y affected  black americans;
especm//y in the Portland mefropohfon area. The racial

covenants and laws that made it e#ecf/ve/y ///ego/ to live

in Oregon if you were black being one of the worst
offenders. Black residents of Portland have been continu-
ous/y dlsp/oced and unable to establish a /ong term home
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or mu/f/—generaf/ono/ community whether it be fhrough
the environmental destruction of Vanport, the p/onned

divestment in A/b/no, or the pricing out and ropld
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gentrification of North and Northeast. Reconciling these

prob/ems is at the forefront in the creation of a AfroVil-

/Qge for black residents of Portland. In response to the

houslessness crisis and continually growing unaffordability
of our city, a cu/fura//y spemﬁc v///oge can better serve
l those who are con5/5fenf/y failed by our current systems
and solutions to this prob/em. Creating a community that

can outlast more d/sp/acemenf and favor growfﬁ, sustain-

Ob///fy/ Oﬂd /ndependence evermore.

PHASE 1

Pod

. . The AfroVillage design promotes healing,
h DeSIgn Vlllq_ge - commumfy—bur/dmg, and future growfﬁ. The
Porches Conﬁgurqf|on vl//oge is spa—/!ke in it's connection to nature and

Hrsforrca//y stgmﬁ'com‘ African-American architectural h
emphasis on quiet, green space. Pods are

cEItpRnEnts & flexible gcn‘/'ver/ng spaces. Orronged in clusters to create direct connections

between residents. Porches are used fhroughouf
Natural Lighting Strategies

C/eresfory //ghfs around roof line in addition to

the village as community gathering spaces for

PHASE 3

residents and the community. Other notable

windows with wooden louvers to give residents control community-centered moments within the desrgn

over privacy and light needs. are a public laundromat, areas such as mural

walls for creative co//oborcﬁon, and a flexible
Artistic Customization

community bur/dmg.

Exterior walls can be pomfed and customized by

residents to celebrate creative exp/orouﬁons by residents

PHASE 2 & commum’ry members.

Communal
Clusters

The proposed village is made up of four clusters, each
cluster containing five housing pods and one shared
composting toilet. The pods open to a central gorden
area that cluster residents share. Vﬂ'”oge pofﬁs will
connect to the main pctfhwoy fhrough each cluster. .
Each pod has a porch on it's left side and residents
will have the option to build a  “connector porch” on
the right side which locks into their netghborls porch to
create a /orger gof/'vermg space for the cluster. This
connector porch can be built by residents or communi-
ty members as a hands-on community engagement
project that also gives residents a deeper sense of
ownersh/p within the vi”age space.
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